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Some necessary disclaimers
• Happily, this now an impossible task—so just a
taste
• Rendered more difficult by mission creep and time
constraints
• A personall mind‐map
i d
off a generalist
li t ((rurall
sociologist) with a situated worldview
• A mix of older and newer information—errors of
omission, oversight, ignorance…
• Many of the experts are in the room, or will be
speaking later…so this can be a Wiki

Introduction to Co‐operative Research
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Organizations, Researchers, Themes,
and Methodologies
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Acknowledging more gaps…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Approaches to co‐op research
• Quantitative, qualitative, case studies, mixed methods…
• Co‐ops as business enterprises, organizations…
• Co‐ops as sites to study other social phenomena—e.g.
gender relations, race and ethnic relations….
Co‐ops
ops and poverty reduction, economic crises, rural
• Co
development, peace, education, democracy…
• Co‐ops as an international social movement
• Co‐operatives and co‐operative development in
comparative perspective…
• Co‐operation and human biology, evolution, progress…
• ……

Japan, China, Korea…
India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka…
Australia, New Zealand…
Spain, Israel…
Sweden, Finland, Norway…
Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, France…
Ethiopia, Tanzania, Ghana, Uganda, South Africa…
Russia, Ukraine, Poland…
Cuba, Central America, South American…
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Compiled by personnel of the Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs
(1999; 2007; 2012)
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Committee for the Promotion and Advancement of
Cooperatives
Cooperatives

COPAC is a committee made up of the cooperative movement
and the United Nations and its agencies. Members work
together on equal terms to promote and coordinate
sustainable cooperative development by promoting and raising
awareness on cooperatives, holding policy dialogues and
advocating policies that enable cooperative success, working
together on technical cooperation activities and sharing
knowledge and information.

Within the UN system, the ILO is responsible for the largest
and most diversified program for the promotion of
cooperatives. The ILO technical assistance program for
cooperative development focuses on policy and legal advice,
capacity‐building through human resource development,
poverty alleviation through self‐help, alternative delivery
mechanisms for social services, and a special regional program
for indigenous and tribal peoples.

University of Trento
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The Co‐operative College
Holyoake House, Hanover Street
Manchester, England M60 0AS
United Kingdom
www.co‐op.ac.uk

Mainstreaming Co‐operation
The conference was organized by the Co‐operative College
and researchers from Liverpool John Moores University,
Liverpool University, Manchester Metropolitan University,
the University of Central Lancashire, Edge Hill University and
the University of the Basque Country. Additional
contributors came from institutions such as:
• Center for the Study of the Kibbutz & the Co‐operative Idea
• Consumer Co‐operative Institute of Japan
• Social Sciences Group, Wageningen University
• Centre for Civil Society, Australia

Co‐operative College
Recent research and teaching initiatives
• Understanding co‐operative resilience: The case of
Malawi
• Researching youth and co‐operatives in Uganda and
Lesotho, Sally Hartley was the first student to complete a
PhD co
co‐supervised
supervised by the Co‐operative
Co operative College and the
Open University.
• The Co‐operative College is contributing its expertise in
designing externally accredited learning and assessment
programs to an international project called ‘European
Coop Campus’.
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www.uwcc.wisc.edu/

http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/cooperatives
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CIRIEC
• CIRIEC‐Canada
http://www.anser‐ares.ca/

– Le Centre interdisciplinaire de
recherche et d’information sur
l enterprises
les
i
collectives
ll i
– was founded in 1966

• CIRIEC‐Canada is located at the Université du
Québec à Montréal
• Is an affiliate of CIRIEC International

The Canadian Journal of Nonprofit and Social Economy Research/
Revue canadienne de recherche sur les OSBL et l’économie sociale
(ANSERJ) is the official journal for ANSER/ARES. It is an online open
access English and French peer‐review publication.

– Founded in 1947
– Located at Université de Liège, Belgium
36
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CIRIEC
• CIRIEC‐Canada is a non‐profit scientific
association interested in community enterprise
and economic activities performed in the
public interest
– Creates community for practitioners, researchers, professors,
students and organizations
– Establishes partnerships and facilitates information sharing
– Enables members to take part in exchanges, find work and
attend national and international forums
– Encourages, promotes and supports the development of new
social enterprise
38

Association of Cooperative Educators
www.ace.coop

The Association of Cooperative Educators links
researchers, trainers, developers and communicators
interested in cooperatives and credit unions, primarily in
United States, Canada and Puerto Rico. It operates in
English, French and Spanish.

Canadian Co‐operatives Association
Co-operative Education and Research
• The CCA is a non‐profit co‐operative owned by its
member co‐operatives

• Map

– Federations of co‐operatives and individual co‐ops
across Canada

• Exists to provide leadership to promote, develop
and
d unite co‐operatives and
d credit
d unions across
Canada
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CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF CO-OPERATIVES
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CENTRE FOR THE
S
C
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Canadian Co‐operatives Association
• http://www.coopscanada.coop/
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CENTRE FOR THE
S
C
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Centre for the Study of Co‐operatives
http://www.usaskstudies.coop
• interdisciplinary teaching and
research institute
• established in 1984
• supported by the university,
the co‐op sector, Government
of Saskatchewan
• long‐term community‐university
partnership
• publish co‐operative research by
Centre staff and other
researchers
• resource centre/library
50

Centre for the Study of Co‐operatives
• Centre offers an interdisciplinary
graduate program in co‐operative
studies (MA & PhD)
• Students fully integrated in
–
–
–
–
–
54

Extension work
Research projects
Publications
Workshops and seminars
National and international conferences

CENTRE FOR THE
S
C
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Centre for the Study of Co‐operatives
• Centre publishes co‐operative
research by faculty, staff,
students
t d t and
d other
th researchers
h
• Community outreach and knowledge
sharing and educational programs
about co‐ops
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IRECUS
• Institute de rechereche et d’éducation pour les
coopératives et les mutuelles de l’Université
de Sherbrooke (Quebec)
– Created in 1976
• Offers a Master’s degree in management and
governance of co‐operatives and credit unions
• Source of academic and contracted research
• Promotes and conducts international
development in co‐operatives
60

CENTRE FOR THE
S
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Saint Mary’s University and the Sobey School of Business are leaders in co‐operative
management education. We offer a Master’s degree in Management of Co‐operatives
and Credit Unions and a Graduate Diploma in co‐operative management. These
programs provide management skills to current and future co‐operative leaders.

Sobey School of Business
at St. Mary’s University

Sobey School of Business
at St. Mary’s University
• The MMCCU is designed to provide graduates
with the management learning and skills needed
to run a successful co‐operative business
• Coursework explores management issues and
functions within the unique context of a co‐

• Located in Halifax, NS
• Offers a Masters of Management in Co‐operatives
and Credit Unions
– 3‐year program
– Offered primarily online

operative business
• Co‐operative values and principles brought
into management decisions to form an
integral part of organizational success

• All candidates meet in Halifax at the start of their program
• In 2nd year, all candidates meet again in either Spain or Italy
to study integrated co‐operative management in action
• Otherwise, all course‐work and interaction with fellow
students is web‐based
63
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The Coady International Institute

Dr. John Gaventa
Director, Coady International
Institute
VP, International Development,
StFX

• Part of St. Francis Xavier University, Antigonish,
NS
• The Coady International Institute was founded
in 1959 to continue the work of the Antigonish
Movement
• Has become a renowned centre of
community‐based development, education
and research
66

CENTRE FOR THE
S
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The Coady International Institute

The Coady International Institute

• The Antigonish Movement

• The Antigonish Movement

– Response to the poverty afflicting farmers, fishers,
miners and other disadvantaged groups in Eastern
Canada
– Successful strategy of adult education that began with
meeting the immediate economic needs of local people

– A people's movement for economic and social justice
that began in Nova Scotia during the 1920s
– Evolved from the p
pioneeringg work of Rev. Dr. Moses
Coady and Rev. Jimmy Tompkins in the 1920s
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Cape Breton University
Shannon School of Business

Cape Breton University
Shannon School of Business

• Offers a Masters of Business Administration in
Community Economic Development
• Only MBA program in the Americas to offer a
community and sustainability perspective

• The program covers subjects traditionally included
in an MBA program
– Economic development, leadership, strategy,
governance and management of change

• Also, attempts to create graduates with
collaborative and interpersonal skills and deep
knowledge of accountability, social responsibility,
and development issues and practices
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Cape Breton University
Shannon School of Business
• CBU is also home to the Community Economic
Development Institute
– Develops a network of community economic developers
and provides them with information, policy advice and
educational services
– Facilitates technology transfer from the university of the
community
– Provides technical advice, training and support to CED
groups and individuals
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Co-operative Education and

ResUniversity Chairs in
Co‐operative Studies
• University of Manitoba
– Dr. Brian Oleson
– Agribusiness Chair in Co‐operatives and Marketing

• University of Alberta
– Ellen Goddard, Chair
– Cooperative Program in Agricultural Marketing & Business

Chair in Co‐operative Enterprises at University of Winnipeg
Announced
International scholar Dr. Claudia Sanchez Bajo comes to the
position with a significant research background in co‐operatives.
Several co‐operative partners have sponsored the establishment
of this new Chair at the University of Winnipeg aimed at
strengthening the co‐op movement and developing socially
responsible entrepreneurs.

• Université du Québec à Montréal
– Marie Bouchard
– Canada Research Chair on the Social Economy
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The Centre de recherche sur les innovations sociales (CRISES) is an
interuniversity and multidisciplinary research centre. It brings together about
sixty researchers, each of whose primary affiliation is with one of the
following seven institutions: Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM),
Université du Québec en Outaouais (UQO), Université du Québec à Rimouski
(UQAR), Université Laval, Concordia University, École des hautes études
commerciales de Montréal (HEC Montréal) and Institut national de la
recherche scientifique Urbanisation, Culture et Société (INRS‐U.C.S.).
CRISES was formed in 1986 by Benoît Lévesque and Paul R.
R Bélanger.
Bélanger Since
2001, CRISES has been a regroupement stratégique (a strategic alliance)
funded by the Fonds québécois de recherche sur la société et la culture
(FQRSC). In June 2003, Denis Harrisson was named Director of CRISES.
CRISES members come from a variety of disciplines: anthropology, geography,
history, mathematics, philosophy, industrial relations, management sciences,
economics, political science, sociology and social work. They study and
analyze innovation and social change in three complementary areas: territory,
quality of life and work and employment.
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Co‐ops & the knowledge politics of
knowledgeable economies

Journals featuring co‐op research
• Journal of Cooperatives
• Journal of Co‐operative Studies
• The Canadian Journal of Nonprofit and Social
Economy Research/Revue canadienne de
recherche
h h sur les
l OSBL ett l’économie
l’é
i sociale
i l
(ANSERJ)
• Rural Cooperatives
• Land Reform, Land Settlement and Cooperatives
• Review of International Co‐operation
89

Reflexive,
networked,
learning
organizations

Co-operating
knowledge
communities

Trustworthy, locally adapted
and controlled knowledge
“Not evidence-based practices but practice-based evidence”
(Florence Egal, Nutrition Division, FAO)
90
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Cooperative enterprises build
a better world
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